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NER/GTNP Scoping Brochure—Summer 2001

Purpose of Scoping
Meetings:

« Define Project Scope

» Clarify Issues

+ Determine Range of De-
sired Future Conditions

» ldentify Stakehoiders
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Cooperators;

Partners: “ "

Decision Area:

Lead Agencies:

Droductsofthe
Planning Process:

EIS Analy sis Area:

Affectedgrogams .

_ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (National Elk 7

Refuge) & National Park Service (Grand

. Teton Natlonal Park)

' U S D A Forest Servxce (Brzdger~Tet0n .
o Natmnal Farest) and Animal and Plant
- 'Heaith Inspectmn Servxce -

- ' State of Wyommg Bureau of
;Land Management

. A bxson and elk management plan and j
_environmental impact statement (EIS) for the
_ National Elk Refuge (NER) and Grand Teton, .
- Nat;onal Park (GTNP) : -

. Decxsxons resultmg from the plannmg

process will be limited to management
actxvmes on the NER and GINP '

To be determmed through scopmg

‘At a minimum, the EIS analysis sten will be
large enough to analyze the effects of NER/
GTNP management on the entire Jackson
bison and elk herds and their habitat, and

 socio-economic effects of proposed manage
_ ment within Teton County, Wyommg

Supplemental (winter) feedmg, recreatmn,
habitat management, hunting, population

control, disease management, population

goals and others to be determined durmg
scoping

(‘

and its “sp
Teton Range and Jackson Hol

,estabhshed for the purpose of pmtectmv the area’ s natlve plant a:nd ammal hfe,
”ectacuiar values,” as'char terized by the geologic features of the
le. Legislation also called for “the permanent
cons ervanon of the e]k wﬁhm the : rand T eton Nanonai Par o (64 Stat 849)
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Prescoping Meetings

Seven prescoping meetings were held from February 10 through May 5, 2001 to gather and share

information on existing and historical conditions and opinions on desired future conditions.The intent of
these meetings was to establish working relationships with interested groups and individuals and to provide
information on the resources, planning process and agencies involved.

These meetings were held with a variety of formats, locations, dates, and times and were generally well
attended by the public. The information that follows is a compilation of comments and frequent themes that
were heard at the meetings. A full listing of pre-scoping comments will soon be available on the project
WebPage http://bisonandelkplan. fws.gov/.

Public kInvolV’ement:

‘agencies in each meeting was
“how would stakeholders (e.g.,

interested agencies, individuals,
and orgamzatmns) like to be
involved in the planning proc-

ess? Pamcxpants expressed an

interest in helping the agencies
~ design the public involvement
- process, providing opportunities

for open debate, and in estab-
lishing task oriented work

groups. A desire was expressed
to get more agencies involved in

‘the process and to honor tribal
traditions and treaties. Concern
was expressed about the
“weight” of public comment (e.
g., local vs. national, individual
vs. group) and placing emphasis
on outreach to people through-
out Wyoming and the nation.
Some expressed concerns for
well-defined goals and
stakeholder agreement on issues.
Specific input was also provided
on meeting logistics (e.g., dates,
times, locations, advertisement,
etc.)

j Desu'ed Future |
. ,‘Condltmns.
A question asked by the -

providing continued access to

State of Wyoming, and the

nation. Much interest was ex-
pressed in herd size objectives

and healthy habitat conditions,

although the priorities differed.

Some support was expressed for
a free-ranging elk herd that uses

~its historic summer and winter

range. Views on the bison popu-
lation varied, ranging from
removing bison from the NER to
maintaining the herd at specified
levels. A variety of opinions
were heard regarding vaccina-
tion of animals and related
research. A desire was expressed
by most of the public to main-
tain  historic uses (e.g., hunting
and wildlife viewing). The
importance of hunting was often

prescoping phase,

,expressed as well as the desn'e
_to have hunting opportunities

~ , .y'expanded Other comments m»!,
]A, number of frequent themesp ;
were heard in the _prescoping
_meetings such as sustaining a
viable and healthy eik herd and

cluded a dwer51ty of opp

ties and a variety . of factors to bef |

weighed equally, including fi-

nancial, aesthetic, cuitural andd
~~~Vsp1r1tual values L
the elk and bison herds for a

variety of uses. Another was the
importance of the herds to the
Jackson area, as well as to the

‘Desu‘ed Future

Strategles'

Although part101pants were not |
asked to. zdentxfy strategxes in the
many
thoughts on how to accomplish
the desired conditions were
recorded. Strategies included a
wide range of conservation/
management actions. Identified
strategies included winter
feeding, irrigation, prescribed
burning, disease management,
hunting and/or logging as
management tools, habitat
restoration and management,
acquisition of additional habitat,
reestablishment of  corridors,
adaptive management, and
incorporation of tribal uses.
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Prescoping Report

A summary of pre-scoping results will soon be available on the project WebPage. It will include a
discussion of the planning process in general, and an explanation of the steps toward developing a

management plan.

Please detach and mail to address listed on back page.

NER/GTNP Scoping Brochure—Summer 2001 Page 5



Dgte City L ocation

July 20,2001 Jackson, Wyoming Commissioner’s Chamber (200 S, Willow)

July 21,2001 Rock Springs, Wyoming Holiday Inn (1675 Sunset Drive)

July 23,2001 Idaho Falis, Idaho Quality Inn (850 Lindsay Blvd.)

July 24,2001 Bozeman, Montana Best Western Grantree (1325 North 7

July 25,2001 Sheridan, Wyoming Best Western Sheridan Center (612 N. Main)

July 26,2001 Casper, Wyoming Holiday Inn (300 West F Street)

July 27,2001 Riverton, Wyoming City Hall (816 N. Federal Blvd.)

August 1, 2001 Cheyenne, Wyoming Little America (2800 W. Lincolnway)

August 2, 2001 Denver, Colorado Denver Sheraton West (360 Union Blvd; Lakewood)

August 3, 2001 Arlington, Virginia Holiday Inn at Ballston (4610 N. Fairfax Drive)

Meeting times will be from 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Bison and Elk Planning Team
P. O. Box 510
Jackson, WY 83001
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